
Order of Service for Sunday, June 16, 2024

Happy Pride!
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Thank you for joining us today.
For Announcements, Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Prayer List, visit
this week’s E-Pistle here, where you can also subscribe to receive it
by email, if you like.

*- stand if you wish to, and are comfortable.
Congregational Responses in Bold

“This subversive power of radical faith, like
mustard gone to seed, is impossible to root out

once it has taken hold.”

–Barbara E. Reid, Catholic Theological Union
Seminary, Chicago

Lighting the Candles & Ringing in the Hour
Let us recognize the light of the world within us and ring in the hour of
worship.

Welcome & Announcements

https://www.douglasucc.org/e-pistle
https://www.douglasucc.org/e-pistle


Centering Music Surely the Presence

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.

I can feel the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Call to Worship (ONA Coalition, adapted)

One: Love is the constant in our lives,
Many: The love of the Holy Other, the love of family and friends.

One: Through thick and thin, we rely on love.
Many: Good times and bad, we count on love to get us through.

One: We regret the times when we sacrifice love for convenience,
Many: When expediency takes priority over kindness.

One: There is always time for kindness.
Many: Kindness encourages authenticity and integrity in relationship.

One: May we work to build a community where loving kindness is the
norm.

Many: Today we celebrate God’s loving kindness toward us.

*Opening Hymn In the Bulb There is a Flower
New Century Hymnal #433
(See music at the end of this program.)

Opening Prayer HP Rivers, queer, neurodivergent, pagan,
UU-ordained minister

God of creative diversity, bless the wanderers, seeking affirmation.
Bless the worshipers, praying from closets, pulpits, pews, and hardship.
Bless the lovers of leaving, leaving family and familiarity, leaving
tables where love is not being served. Bless those who stay. Bless those
who live their authentic selves in spite of the opposition. Bless those
outcast disciples of truth, living, breathing, sacred reflections of divine
love. Bless us as we celebrate all those who seek a place at the table, a
welcome in the beloved community. Amen.



Assurance of Grace & Peace
One: Peace be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One: Let us offer one another a sign of Peace.

*Passing the Peace Peace I Leave with You

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.
Not as the world gives, I give my peace to you.
Not as the world gives, I give my peace to you.

Words of Integration & Guidance
John Buchanan, pastor 4th Presbyterian Church Chicago

There is truth in the old story about the man who prided himself on his
beautiful, lush, and obviously well-tended garden of flowers, annuals and
perennials, flowering bushes. One day while he was on his hands and
knees—one of the benefits of gardening is that it forces you regularly to
your knees—a neighbor passed by and complimented him on his garden.
“Ah,” said the neighbor, “how good God is to produce such wonderful
growth.” “Yes,” said the gardener, “but you should have seen the garden
when God had it all to himself.” When someone plants a seed, God’s
kingdom does come by God’s mysterious power, the power of love. It is
not a bolt from the blue, a volcanic eruption. It is not a violent, vengeful
cataclysm. It is like a seed, dropped into the ground, growing and bearing
fruit. It is like a young tutor, sitting quietly, week after week, with a
student, doing math and grammar and wondering whether anything is
happening. It is like a small loan of $100 to a woman in Mozambique to
buy a sewing machine to make clothes to sell to feed her children. It is like
a Sunday School teacher patiently loving little ones; a Chicago Public
School teacher who stays after hours to be with her junior high girls; a
coach who will not give up on a gifted but lethargic linebacker; like a
mother who sees more in her child than anyone else and will never give up
on him. God’s kingdom on earth comes, Jesus said, when seeds are
dropped onto the ground. Sometimes the seed that is planted in the
human heart is of a dream—a dream of a better world, a dream of peace,
and sometimes the seed is planted so well that it takes root and grows
and stubbornly refuses to die even in the face of obstacles, hurdles, and
what look like overwhelming odds.



• Fourishing •

A Reading from the Christian Scriptures

One: A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Church at Corinth.
Listen for what the Spirit is saying to the church today.
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Lesson

One: A reading from the Gospel of Mark 4:26-34
Many: Glory to you, O Christ.

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily Only Kindness Matters
Rev. Jody Betten

Offering
& Offertory God Help the Outcast

Jeff Spangler & Peter Black
Composers: Alan Menken and Stephen Schwartz

Joys & Concerns • Tibetan Prayer Bell

One: Thanks be to God!
Many: Alleluia!

One: O God,
Many: Hear our prayer.

*Doxology Give Thanks to the Lord

Give thanks to the Lord for God is good, and God’s mercy shall endure,
For God alone has done marv’lous things, give thanks unto the Lord.
God made the earth and heaven with a strong and mighty hand.

God has moved us to sing, proclaim this song! Give thanks unto our
God.



Celebration of Holy Communion
One: God be with you. Many: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts. Many: We lift them up to God.
One: Let us give thanks to God. Many: It is good to give God thanks &

praise.

Creation’s Praise Holy, Holy, Holy Lord

Holy, holy, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glo-o-ry.

Ho-oh-oh-san-na in the high-est.
Blessed the One who comes in the na - me of the Lord,

in the name of our God.
Ho-oh-oh-sanna in the high - est, Ho-oh-oh-sanna in the highest.

Breaking of the Bread The Body of Christ

This is the body of Christ, broken that we may be whole;
this cup, as promised by God, true to God’s word, cradles our Lord;

Food for the good of the soul.

*Sharing of the Bread & Cup (gluten-free option, juice in trays)

Receive the Bread of Life. Amen.
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our beloved Parent, your name shines forth in the diversity of creation.
May your peace, love, justice, and inclusion reign on earth as in
heaven. Grant that all might have their daily needs met, that all might
find a loving community to call their own. Forgive us for the ways that
we have fallen short and failed your beloved children as we forgive
those who might have failed us. Lead us away from the temptation to
be complacent in the face of injustice. Instead give us courage to stand
up and stand with all your beloved children. May your love and justice
be made manifest now and forever. Amen.



*Hymn of Sending There Are Some Things I May Not Know
New Century Hymnal #405

*Benediction

Postlude Lift Every Voice and Sing, Peter Black
(James Weldon Johnson & J Rosamond Johnson)

Keep up with the Douglas UCC community
and the work of our service groups here:

www.douglasucc.org
https://www.youtube.com/douglasucc
https://www.facebook.com/douglasucc
https://www.instagram.com/douglasuc

http://www.douglasucc.org
https://www.youtube.com/douglasucc
https://www.facebook.com/douglasucc
https://www.instagram.com/douglasucc







