“God places us in the world as workers of transfiguration. We work with
God so that injustice is transfigured into justice, so there will be more
compassion and caring, more laughter and joy, more togetherness in
God’s world.  -- Desmond Tutu

Prelude There Is a Balm in Gilead (African-American Spiritual)
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell
Welcome

Centering Song I Want Jesus to Walk With Me

I want Jesus to walk with me, I want Jesus to walk with me,
all along my pilgrim journey, Oh I want Jesus to walk with me.

Call to Community

Beyond our busyness, above the cold winter floor,
There is a glory rising born of heaven and reaching out to each one
of us.

It is a light that shines through the clouds, an invitation seeking all who
we are.

That transfigures the world and transforms darkness into hope
bringing life from death.

The Holy One meets us here, in this place, in this moment,
Raising us from depths of valley to heights of mountains.

Carrying the weight of our humanity to heights we cannot imagine,
Let us worship in this place and hear again, “This is my Beloved.”

*Opening Hymn I'm Pressing On the Upward Way/NC #442
Opening Prayer Catholic Rural Life, adapted

Holy One, on mountain tops and valley floors you reveal to us the
light of your love. With each encounter we are changed and
transformed. Draw us near in this time of worship so that we might
live our lives as a reflection of your radiance. May we walk among
our siblings, friends, and those we do not know bringing light into
dark places, hope that displaces despair, and love that casts out
hate. Amen.

Assurance of Grace and Peace

One: Peace be with you. Many: And also with you.
One: Let us share peace with one another.

March 2, 2025
Transfiguration
Sunday

We’re so glad you’ve joined us
today. Please feel free to ask
any questions and participate
or not in any parts of the
worship service as you desire.

Asterisk (*) means stand
if you wish and are
comfortable doing so.

Congregational voice parts
look like this.
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Service Volunteers

Usher: Mark Johnston
Greeters: Sue Scott, Larry
Fuerst

Offertory & Communion:
Jennifer Schwarb, Greg
Sherman, Virginia Stuart
Acolyte: Phil Raywood
Reader: Robert Trenary
Sound: David Bohn
Video: Lewis Corbin

On Campus This Week

Tuesday, Caregivers and Grief
Support, 1lam Retreat House

Wednesday, True North
Women’s Group, 11am,
Retreat House

Thursday, Quiet
Contemplation Service, 5pm,
Sanctuary

How to End Christian
Nationalism, 5:30, IGC
Friday, AA Meeting, 7:30pm,
IGC

Saturday, Soul Collage,
9:30am or 1pm, IGC

For more details and more
events in the area:

Scan this code to read and
subscribe to our Weekly
E-Pistle

March Birthdays

2: Carol Watson Ortman
4: Kathy Hartman

5: Bruce Belich

6: Ted Sommer

March Anniversaries
3: Mary & Marcel Westenbroek

The Anonymous Composers

Unlike the named hymn writers
we celebrated in February, the
creators of spirituals were
enslaved people whose names
are lost to history. The vast
body of African American
spirituals stands as a
testament to the resilience,
faith, and suffering of enslaved
Africans in America.

These songs were not merely
music; they were cries of



*Passing the Peace Every Time I Feel the Spirit

Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray.
Yes Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray!
(repeat after songleader verse)

Christian Reading Luke 9:28-37, The Message
Contemporary Reading “Interpretation,” Walter Wink
Reflection Transfigurationalism- Rev. Dan Plasman

Offering and Offertory Shine On Us
by Michael W. Smith and Debbie Smith
Jeff Spangler and Laurie Donaldson

Joys and Concerns ¢ Tibetan Prayer Bell

One: Thanks be to God!
One: O God,

Many: Alleluia!
Many: Hear our prayer.

*Doxology I Thank You Jesus

I thank you Jesus, (thank you Jesus)
thank you Jesus, (thank you Jesus)
Thank you Jesus, my Savior God, for you brought me,
yes you brought me from
a mighty, a mighty long way. (a mighty long way)
I praise you Jesus, (praise you Jesus)
praise you Jesus, (praise you Jesus)
Praise you Jesus my Savior God, for you brought me,
yes you brought me from
a mighty, a mighty long way. (a mighty long way)

Celebration of Holy Communion

One: May God’s Spirit be with us at this table.
All: May we feel her presence here.

One: May the breath of God revive us.

All: May we be renewed.

One: May the winds of change encourage us.
All: May we be inspired anew to love.

Breaking Bread Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on our knees, (on our knees)

Let us break bread together on our knees, (on our knees)
When I fall down on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O God, have mercy on me. (on me.)

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice)

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen.
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen.

Jesus’ Prayer A Native American Translation

O Great Spirit from above, we honor your name as sacred and holy.
Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways in the
spirit-world above is reflected in the earth below. Provide for us day by
day the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon. The corn, the squash, and the
wild rice. All the things we need for each day. Release us from the things
we have done wrong,in the same way we release others for the things
done wrong to us. Gu ide us away from the things that tempt us to stray
from your good road. Set us free from the evil one and his worthless
ways. May it be so!

*Hymn of Sending In the Valley/Handout
*Benediction

Postlude Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho/African-American Spiritual,
arr. Mark Hayes)

sorrow, coded messages of
hope, and expressions of deep
spirituality in the face of
unimaginable hardship.

Weekly Financial
Stewardship Report
for February 23, 2025

Attendance: 81
Viewers: 141

Collection Plate/Mail
$2,859.96

Online Giving
$769.00

Total

$3,628.96

Scan this code to support us
with an online gift. (The code
will take you to our website:
douglasucc.org/giving.)

Or give from your smartphone
by texting any US$ amount to
844-931-2849.

Thank you!
Your gifts sustain our mission
of service.

Prayer List

Christine Kerney; Nancy
Plantinga and family; Jim
Solazzo (Anne Hotwagner's
uncle); Virginia Stuart;
Family of Nancy Grib; Paul
and Carrie (Julie Ridl's
brother-in-law and sister);
Dan McGavin and Family of
Carol Brown; Rev.
Marchiene Rienstra Family;
Ann and Jim Hopkins;
Janice Campbell children &
grandchildren (Pete
Wehle's friends); James
Higgins (Friend of Shane
Anderson and Michael
Tuleja), Joe Scarpone
(Friend of Tom Fahlstrom);
Fred Hamlin; John Kerr;
Ruth Fahlstrom (daughter
of Tom Fahlstrom); Mary
Westenbroek; Jerry Elpers
and family (Beth Howley's
Dad); Max Matteson; Eric
Cooley (Jo Cooley's
brother)

douglasucc.org




STRUGGLE AND CONFLICT

442

I'm Pressing on the Upward Way

(Higher Ground)
Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1892; alt.
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Z My heart has no  de-sire to stay wheredoubts a - rise and fears dis -
3 I want to live be-yondthe world, though Sa - tan’s darts at me are
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day; Still  pray - ing as I'm on - ward bound, “O plant me,
may; Though some may dwell wherethese a - bound, my prayer, my
hurled; For faith has caught a joy - ful sound, the song of
bright; But still I'll  pray till heavenI've found, “God, lead me
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God, on high-er ground.”
aim is high-er ground.
saints on high-er ground.
on to high-er ground.”

O lift me up, and I shall be by faith in heaven e-ter-nal - ly,
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A high-er plane than I have found_. O plant me, God, on high - er  ground.
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Johnson Oatman, Jr., wrote hymns while in the insurance
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HIGHER GROUND L.M. with refrain

Tune:



In the Valley

Closing Song I
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1. There is work to be done in the valley.
2. There are hands to be held in the wvalley.
) 3. There is peace to be made in the valley.
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There is work to be done in the valley.
There are hands to be held in the valley.
There is peace to be made in the valley.
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- but there is work to be done in the
- but there are hands to be held in the
- but there is peace to be made in the
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val - ley for you and me._
val - ley for you and me.
val - ley for you and me. Repeat verse 1
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