“Jo live is so startling, it leaves little time for anvthing else.”
—Emily Dickinson

Prelude Abide With Me (Eventide)
William Henry Monk, with a little Pachelbel

Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell
Welcome

Centering Song Sending You Light

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.
I am sending you light to hold you in love.

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.
I am sending you light to hold you in love.

Call to Community (enfleshed, adapted)

In mystery and material, God takes shape among us, giving us hope.
In flesh that hungers, aches, and longs, in lands and people,
tears and rage.

God is not a distant concept, abstracted from our lives.
God is close, intimate, as present as our breath.

And yet, this Holy Mystery resists our rational constraints.
God is the questions with which we wrestle.

May Divine Imagination come and birth new paradigms of hope
among us.

Advent Candle Lighting
*Hymn NC612 / Strengthen All the Weary Hands

Opening Prayer

Divine Wisdom, we grow so accustomed to our orthodoxies - with a
sure sense of right and wrong. We get comfortable with someone
else telling us what to believe about God, each other, ourselves, and
the world. Though we need boundaries to feel safe, we know, too,
the dangers of those in power dictating the borders of our ideas,
morality, or practices. May we be brave enough to linger with what
arises when we find ourselves at the edges of familiarity, ready to
explore new landscapes of belief. May our hearts and minds be
open. Amen.

Assurance of Grace and Peace

One: Peace be with you. All: And also with you.
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Advent

We’re so glad you’ve joined
us today. Feel free to ask any
questions, participate or not
in any part of the service as
you wish.

Asterisk (*) means stand
if you wish and are
comfortable doing so.
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Congregational voice parts
look like this.

Service Volunteers

Usher: Mike VerMerris
Greeters: Kathleen Klage &
Paul Burdick

Offering & Communion:
Laurie VanDenBeldt, Tom
Fahlstrom, Kirsten Stannis
Acolyte: Jennifer Schwarb
Reader: Robert Trenary
Sound Board: David Bohn
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin

On Campus This Week
Wednesday

True North, 11-1:30pm,
Friendship Hall

Thursday

Listening Ear, Retreat House,
1-3pm

Advent Devotional

Conversation, 3:30-5pm,
Friendship Hall

Contemplation Hour,
Sanctuary, 5-6pm
Friday

AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,
7:30pm

For more details and more
events in the areaq, scan to
read our weekly E-pistle.

This Week We Celebrate...

BIRTHDAYS

November 30: Max Brown
December 4: Shane Anderson
December 5: Brad Hopkins &
David Nadeau

December 6: Chris Maitner &
David Bazany



*Passing the Peace Soon and Very Soon

Soon and very soon, oh, the light of Hope will shine. (Hallelujah)

Soon and very soon, oh, the light of Hope will shine. (Hallelujah)

Soon and very soon, oh, the light of Hope will shine. (Hallelujah)
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hope is in the air! (repeat)

Ancient Reading Matthew 24:30-44 (adapted)

Contemporary Reading A Room Called Remember: Uncollected Pieces
(Frederick Buechner)

What Time Is It?
Rev. Jody Betten

Reflection

Offertory Song Find Us Ready (Tom Booth)
Sung by Jeff Spangler, with Lauri Donaldson on keyboard

The Life of the Church ¢« Tibetan Prayer Bell

One: Thanks be to God! All: Alleluia!
One: O God, All: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Concerns
Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week:

Tere Krueger; Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite (Virginia Stuart’s sister);
Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin and Family of Carol
Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family; Ann and Jim Hopkins;
John Kerr; Ruth Fahlstrom (Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); Mary
Westenbroek; Max Matteson; Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley’s brother); Ian
Blumer (Claire Blumer’s nephew); East Congregational UCC

*Doxology Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done.
Creator Christ and Spirit One.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel.

Shall come to you Emmanuel.

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation

Communion Song We Share a Hunger

We share a hunger, a hunger for justice in our world, that all may
find joy, all may find wholeness, all may find peace.
We share a hunger, a hunger to feel the light of Christ, shining
through us, shining on us, bringing God’s grace.

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice)

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen.
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen.

*The Jesus Prayer

Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. May your
reign come, may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. May your reign and your power and your glory exist
now and and forever. Amen.

*Hymn NC112 /Keep Awake, Be Always Ready
*Benediction

Postlude People, Get Ready (Curtis Mayfield)

Weekly Financial

Stewardship Report
for November 23, 2025

Attending: 82 Views: 72
Weekly $3,561
Offerings

Weekly $5,769
Budget

Weekly (-$2,207)
to Budget

YTD Offerings (-$35,555)
to Budget

2025 YTD to (-$17,066)
2024 YTD

Use of $0
Facilities

Restricted $0
Gifts

Capital $0
Campaign

If you have any questions,
Please contact Wayne Titus,
Treasurer@douglasucc.org.

Scan, or give from your
smartphone by texting any
amount to 844-931-2849.

Thank you!

Your gifts sustain our mission.

douglasucc.org




ADVENT
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Isa. 2:1-5; 60:1-3; 64:1-9; Matt. 24:36—44;
Rom. 13:11-14; 1 Cor. 1:3-9; I Thess. 3:9-13

Keep Awake, Be Always Ready

Arthur G. Clyde, 1993
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Strengthen All the Weary Hands

Martie McMane, 1991; rev. 1993

Isa. 35
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1 Strength-en  all the wea - ry hands. stead - y all the
2 Wa - ters flow in the wil - der-ness, streams break forth a -
3 Then the ran - somed shall re - turn, they shall come to
4 Let the wil - der - ness be glad, and  the des - ert
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trem - bling knees, and  say to all faint hearts:
mid ar - 1d des - erts, burn - ing sands turn to  pools.
Zi - on with sing - ing. Joy shall crown their heads.
burst in - to blos - som, dance and sing for joy!
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“Cour - age, cour - age, do not be a - fraid.
Be strong, fear not, for  your God is near.
Sor - row, sigh - ing, all shall flee a - way.
Hal - le - lu jah! Hal - le - lu . jah!
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(1-4) Look, your God is com - ing. God comes, comes to save you.
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Cour - age, cour age, do not be a - fraid.”
Be strong. fear not, for  your God is near.
Sor - row. sigh ing, all shall flee a - way.
Hal - e - lu jah! Hal - le - lu - jah!
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