
 

 
 

“The Greeks invented democracy,  
built the Acropolis and called it a day.”  

                                                 –David Sedaris, American humorist, author   
 
Prelude   Bless the Lord, O My Soul  (trad, arr by James Koerts) 
 
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    We Gather In Love  
 

We come to share with one another the gifts that God has given,  
and gather all as one. We come with open hands in kindness, to cast 

away all blindness, and gather all as one. United in One Spirit,  
each different in appearance, all are welcomed in the house of God. 

We gather in love.  
 
Call to Community    (Lectionary Liturgies, adapted) 
 

This day! This day we will give thanks to God,  
as we dance in the fountain of life. 
This day! This day we will trust in the One who strengthens us.  
 

This day! This day we drink deeply of creation's goodness.  
This day! This day we acknowledge God’s grace in our lives 
and in our world.  
 

This day! This day we listen for a word of comfort and challenge.  
This day! This day our songs are filled with joy, for God is with us.  
 
*Hymn   NC108/ Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old 
 

Opening Prayer   
 

Creating God, you grasp chaos and shake it into new heavens 
brimming with light, new earth teeming with life. You delight in your 
creation so much that before we whisper our dreams, you are filling 
the world with joy! Present God, you give us peace that we might 
imagine a world where enemies take naps together, where old and 
young share a vision for wholeness, where those who build houses 
live in them. Spirit of Wisdom, we trust your power without fear, 
discern our call to faithfulness, and make known our thanks to the 
farthest shores of the universe. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 
One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
*Passing the Peace     
 
 
 

November 16, 2025 
Twenty First Sunday  
after Pentecost 
 

We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo, left, by  
Jody Betten  
 
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Wayne Titus 
Greeter: Sue Scott 
Offering & Communion:  
Barb Witt, Stan Greene, 
Kirsten Stannis 
Acolyte: Paul Burdick 
Reader: John Willming  
Sound Board: Nancy Plantinga 
Video Camera: Chris Clark​
 
On Campus This Week 
 

Tuesday 
Qigong, Friendship Hall, 
3-4pm 
Wednesday 
True North, Friendship Hall, 
11-1:30pm 
 

   Thursday 
   Care Team, Isabel Graham​
    Center, 9:30-10:30                           

Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm 

Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
 

Friday 
Piano Tuner, Sanctuary, 
9-10:30am 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
November 17: Arturo Inda 
November 19:  
Marcel Westenbroek 
November 20: Linda Riekse 
November 21: Peter Mueller 
November 22:  
Mary Hasenauer,  
Stephen D. Prokop 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 



                                       All Are Welcome  
 

All are welcome in this place, behold Love’s amazing grace;  
All are welcome! All are welcome! 

Bring your hopes, bring your dreams, mercy flows  
and love redeems!   

All are welcome! All belong! 
 

Ancient Reading   Isaiah 65: 17-25              
 

Contemporary Reading  ﻿Howard Zinn, historian, veteran,  
                                             professor, author                                                    
                                                                  
Reflection      Athens, Meteora and Monemvasia      
                         Rev. Jody Betten 
 
Offertory Song  On That Holy Mountain  (Joe Mattingly)  
                              sung by Jeff Spangler and Lauri Donaldson  
 
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
  Prayer Concerns ​
  Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week: 

 

Tere Krueger; Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite (Virginia Stuart’s sister);  
Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin and Family of Carol 
Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family; Ann and Jim Hopkins; ​
Jose (friend of Tom Fahlstrom); John Kerr; Ruth Fahlstrom ​
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); Mary Westenbroek; Max Matteson;  
Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley's brother); Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s 
nephew); East Congregational UCC 

 
*Doxology   Give Thanks 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  
Give thanks because God’s given Jesus Christ to us. 

And now let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich,  
Because of what our God has done for us, give thanks.  

 
Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   We Share a Hunger  

 

We share a hunger, a hunger for justice in our world, that all may 
find joy, all may find wholeness, all may find peace. 

We share a hunger, a hunger to feel the light of Christ, shining 
through us, shining on us, bringing God’s reign. 

 
*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 

 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer   
 

Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. May your 
reign come, may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. ​
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver ​
us from evil. May your reign and your power and your glory exist 
now and and forever.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn  Sing the World God Imagines /handout 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   Blowin’ in the Wind  (Bob Dylan) 
                    
 
 

   Weekly Financial 
Stewardship Report 
for November 9, 2025 
 

Attending: 88 Views: 71 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$3,838 

Weekly 
Budget 

$5,769 

Weekly         
to Budget          

(-$1,931) 

YTD Offerings 
to Budget 

(-$34,439) 

2025 YTD to 
2024 YTD 

(-$15,014) 

Use of 
Facilities 

$0 

Restricted 
Gifts 

$0 

Capital 
Campaign 

$50 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    Please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org          
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 
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