
  

 
 
“But Herod’s always out there. He’s got our cards on file. It’s a lead 

pipe cinch, if we give an inch, Old Herod likes to take a mile.”  
                              -James Taylor, They Went Home By Another Way          
 
Prelude   O Holy Night  (flute solo by Laurie Donaldson)                              
                 (Adolphe Adam, arr by Bob Walters for flute & piano)  
                                                                                                                           
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
 

O sad and troubled Bethlehem, we hear your longing cry: For peace 
and justice still denied, while cruel oppressions thrive. How deep 

your need for love made flesh, for hope in human form. Let Christ be 
seen within you now, ‘til hearts by hope grow warm. In fragile flesh, 

in borrowed space, Jesus the child has come. Brought into life 
through fear and flight, and makes the world his home. He comes to 
walk with those who flee, to stand where laws are wrong, and living 

with the poor and weak, becomes their hope, their song.  
 
Call to Community     
 

God of love and light, in this season of light we still sometimes dwell  
on what is hopeless. 
You call us to faith, but we struggle with faithfulness.  
 

If we’re honest, we’ve been trying to follow Jesus without leaving  
the path we’re on.  
We work to build our own kin-doms instead of seeking yours.  
 

As with Herod, our unchecked commitments often hurt innocents  
the most.  
By your Spirit, free us to follow the family who carried Jesus to 
safety into a foreign land to live among strangers for the sake  
of love.                                                                                            
                                                                                                               
*Hymn   Away and In Danger / handout   
                                                           
Opening Prayer   
 

There is so much ache on the planet. There are so many 
uncertainties before us. There is so much evil on the loose. We long 
to feel your presence, Emmanuel, God With Us, in the heart of it all. 
As Compelling Teacher. As Inspiring Guide. As Illuminating Wisdom. 
As Genuine Friend. As Protecting Presence. Be with us in our 
dreaming and waking, that we may be strengthened for the journey 
and encouraged with hope for the future. Amen. 
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We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo, left, from  
Dan Plasman  
 
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Mike VerMerris 
Greeters: Kathleen & Peter 
Mueller 
Offering & Communion:  
Virginia Stuart, Stan Greene, 
Laurie VanDenBeldt 
Acolyte: Kathleen Klage 
Reader: Gordon Stannis 
Sound Board: David Bohn 
Video Camera: Chris Clark​
 
On Campus This Week 
Tuesday 
Qigong w/Kat, Friendship 
Hall, 3-4pm 
Wednesday 
True North, Friendship Hall, 
11-1:30pm 
Estate Planning w/Wayne 
Titus, Friendship Hall, 6-8pm 

   Thursday                                       
Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm 
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

 
 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
January 4: Greg Gerrans 
January 5: Beverly Hawkes 
January 6: Louise Kenny 
January 8: Andrew Danos, 
Lynn DaCosse 
January 10:  
Douglas Petersen,  
Tim Lemanski 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
January 2:  
Doreen & Tamara Ritt 
 



Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 

One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
*Passing the Peace       Silent Night 
 

Silent night, Holy night. All is calm, all is bright,  
‘round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild.  

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
Silent night, shadowed flight, fear and hope, through the night; 

Dreams awaken hearts to move, steps of faith the dark must prove.  
Peace is born in the night, peace is born in the night.                    

 
Ancient Reading    Matthew 2:13-23 (The Message, adapted)                
 
Contemporary Reading  ﻿by Lutheran pastor Pam Fickenscher                   
                                             
Reflection     A Horrifying but Necessary Ending to the Christmas Story    
                       Rev. Jody Betten 
 
Offertory Song  Not In My Name (Brian Sirchio) sung by Jeff Spangler    
                                                                                                  
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
  Prayer Concerns ​
  Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week: 

 

Adelle Van Daalen and the family of Jay Van Daalen;  
Charlene Burdick (Paul Burdick’s mother); Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister); Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin 
and Family of Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family;  
Ann and Jim Hopkins; Ruth Fahlstrom (Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter);  
Mary Westenbroek; Max Matteson; Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley's brother); 
Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s nephew); James “Jimmie” Perkaus and 
Family (family of Claire Blumer); En Vivo UCC 

 
*Doxology    

 

Praise God for miracles of birth,  
Praise Light that shines o’er all the earth,  

Praise Love incarnate, come to dwell on earth with us; Emmanuel.  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   The First Nowell  

 

The first Nowell was spoken in flight to families moving by star 
light at night. In fields and in borders they searched for a place, 

with hope as their shelter and trust as their grace. Nowell, Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell. Born is the Christ Child Emmanuel! 

 
*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 

 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer  (sung to the tune,“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear) 
 

Creator God who reigns above, Most ho-ly is_your name. Your 
kindom come, your will be done, On earth as heaven the same. 
Provide today the food we need; forgive us as we_forgive. Lead us 
away from harmful paths, and guide us as we live. For yours the 
kin–dom, power, and grace, with glo-ry shining bright. Forevermore, 
through every age, Your love our guiding light. Amen, Amen, let 
voices sing, From earth_to heaven’s wide span, With joy and 
peace_,your praises ring, Forevermore!   Amen! 
 
*Hymn  A Weary Couple /handout 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   Masters In This Hall (trad French carol, arr Mark Hayes) 
                    

   Weekly Financial 
Stewardship Report 
for December 28, 2025 
 

Attending: 71 Views: 71 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$4,241 

Weekly 
Budget 

$5,769 

Weekly         
to Budget          

(-$1,527) 

YTD Offerings 
to Budget 

(-$34,856) 

2025 YTD to 
2024 YTD 

(-$12,925) 

Special 
Collection 
Christmas 
Fund 

$140 

Special 
Collection: 
Lighthouse 
legal offering 

$200 

Facility Use: 
Soul Collage 

$190 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 



Irish	Folk	Melody
A	Weary	Couple

Adam	M.L.	Tice
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James	R	Murray,	1887
Carol	of	the	Refugee	Children
Away	and	in	Danger

Shirley	Erena	Murray
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