
  

   
“Are we following Jesus? Or just believing in Christ?  

‘Cause we can believe and not change a thing,  
but following will change our whole life.  

Jesus never said, acknowledge my existence,  
or I’m your first class ticket to eternity… 

But 87 times he said, follow me.” 
                                                     - Bryan Sichio, singer, songwriter             

                                                                                                                                                       
Prelude   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say   
(PROSPECT, from Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835, arr by Ian Good)       
                                                                                                                           
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    Arise, Shine        (adapted from enfleshed.com) 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! And the glory of our God has 
risen upon you like the sun. Lift your eyes, look around, rejoice!  

Lift your eyes, look around, rejoice!.  
 
Call to Community     
 

Leave behind what shrivels your spirit, 
And follow the luscious lure of the life-giving One.  
 

Leave behind the coldness of shoulds,  
And follow the warmth of inner wisdom.  
 

Leave behind the hollowness of image,  
And follow the rich depth of beauty.  
 

Leave behind toxic positivity, 
And follow honesty, soulful and authentic. 
 

Leave behind holding it all together, 
And follow that which breaks your heart wide open.  
 

Follow the thread of love, 
And be guided in the ways of life.  
                                                                                                                                                         
*Hymn   NC173 / You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore   

                                                           

Opening Prayer      
 

Holy One, liberator of the captive and lover of the outcast, may 
your spirit move among us. Keep us fixated on sacred possibilities 
in a world rich with justice and overflowing with love. Do not let us 
get distracted from the causes of our neighbor or swept away by 
paralysis or despair. For with you, we trust we are more powerful 
than we can even begin to imagine. As a community of faith, we can 
bring love into despairing places. As people filled with hope, we can 
be reminders of a future where all thrive. As we speak truth to 
power, we can hold accountable those with ill intent. Thanks be to 
you who makes it so, O God. Amen. 
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We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
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Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Mike VerMerris 
Greeters: Kathleen Klage & 
Joyce Wright 
Offering & Communion: 
Jennifer Schwarb,  
Laurie VanDenBelt,  
Michael Valdez 
Acolyte: Tom Fahlstrom 
Reader: Michael Valdez 
Sound Board: David Bohn 
Video Camera: Chris Clark​
 
On Campus This Week 
Monday 
Creation Justice, Isabel 
Graham Center, 4:30-6pm 

    Tuesday 
   Qigong w/Kat, Friendship     ​
    Hall, 3-4pm 
   All Teams Meeting, Isabel      ​
    Graham Center, 6-7:30pm 
    Thursday                                       

Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm 
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Social Justice, Isabel 
Graham, 6:30-8pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

 
 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
January 25: Patrice Greene 
January 31: Kris Sherman 

     
 

 
    
 
    
 



P             

 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 

One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
*Passing the Peace       Give Us Your Peace 
 

Give us your peace, O God, give us your peace, your peace.  
Give us your peace, O God, give us your peace, your peace.               

 
Ancient Reading    Matthew 4:12-23                 
 
Contemporary Reading  ﻿Discipleship That Inconveniences             ​
                                             Walter Bruggemann, theologian, scholar            
                                         
Reflection     Is Discipleship an Archaic Word?   
                       Rev. Jody Betten 
 
Offertory Song  The Stranger and the Nets (Rory Cooney) 
                    Sung by Jeff Spangler, with Lauri Donaldson on keyboard 
                                                                                                                          
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
*Doxology    

 

Praise God our Light who draws us near,  
And sends out in love not fear:  

Praise Christ whose way is shown in light,  
Praise Spirit, glory burning bright.  

 
Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   When Jesus Sets the Table  

 

When Jesus sets the table all people find a place.  
This table is a promise of blessing and of grace.  
So set the table fully, invite the whole world in,  

If we would share love’s welcome in the feasting we begin. 
 

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 
 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer  (an interpretation of “May your reign come”) 
 

Create your unity now, through our fiery hearts and willing hands. 
Let your counsel rule our lives. May our intention be co-creating with 
you. Unite our “I can” to yours. Desire with and through us the rule 
of universal flourishing onto the earth. Your reign springs into 
existence as our arms reach out to embrace all creation. Come into 
our hearts, prepare us for a marriage of power and beauty. From this 
divine union, let us birth new images for a new world of peace.  
Create your unity now! (from Prayers of the Cosmos, by Neil Douglas Klotz) 
 
*Hymn  NC 284 /Joys Are Flowing Like a River 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   Follow Me (John Denver) 
                    
 
 

 
    Prayer Concerns ​
    Please keep these  
    folks in your    ​
    hearts and minds this week: 

 
Adelle Van Daalen and the 
family of Jay Van Daalen;  
Charlene Burdick (Paul 
Burdick’s mother);  
Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister);  
Dave Lawson;  
Christine Kerney;  
Dan McGavin and Family of 
Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene 
Rienstra Family;  
Ann and Jim Hopkins;  
Ruth Fahlstrom  
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); 
Mikey (friend of Ruth 
Fahlstrom’s); 

    Mary Westenbroek;  
    Max Matteson; Eric Cooley  
    (Jo Cooley's brother);  
    Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s     ​
    nephew); Jennifer Blumer 
    (C. Blumer’s sister-in-law);      ​
    Holland UCC  
  
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for January 18, 2026 
 

Attending: 57 Views: 87 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$8,054 

Weekly 
Budget 

$4,615 

Weekly         
to Budget          

$3,439 

Special 
Collection: 
Soul Collage 

$220 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 
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