
  

   
 

“My hope is in Heaven. I’m just traveling through this world.” 
                                                                            -Billy Graham           

“The time is always right to do what is right.”  
                                                                           -Martin Luther King, Jr.        
 
Prelude   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  (Thomas A. Dorsey)   
  

“Ben, make sure you play ‘Take My Hand, Precious Lord’ in the 
meeting tonight. Play it real pretty.”  
 -Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last recorded words, spoken  
to musician Ben Branch in Memphis on April 4, 1968.                                     
                                                                                                                           
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    Arise, Shine 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! And the glory of our God has 
risen upon you like the sun. Lift your eyes, look around, rejoice!  

Lift your eyes, look around, rejoice!.  
 
Call to Community     
 

God of our ancestors and God of our dreams. 
We gather today to remember that you created all in your image.  
 

We recall the varied voices of those who spoke on your behalf.  
Of those who looked toward heaven and those who sought to make 
a better world.  
 

May your Spirit inspire us now as we make room for your presence into 
our midst.  
So that we might live fully and dream the impossible.                          
                                                                                                               
*Hymn   NC584 / I Am the Light of the World   
                                                           
Opening Prayer     United Church of Christ 
 

Source of Life, you are known by many names. Illuminator of 
Hearts, we gather with gratitude for the earth and all who journey 
in it. Source of Justice, may we not swerve from the paths of 
righteousness that lead to equitable relationships. Divine Forgiver, 
we lay our imperfections and shortcomings before you to cleanse 
and remove. Give us the will to leave behind the safety our 
sanctuaries in order to become living sanctuaries in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 

One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
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We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
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Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Tom Fahlstrom 
Greeters: Linda Charvat & 
Phil Raywood 
Offering & Communion:  
Bernie Lopata, Tom 
Fahlstrom, Virginia Stuart 
Acolyte: Joyce Wright 
Reader: Carol Rice 
Sound Board:  
Nancy Plantinga 
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin​
 
On Campus This Week 
Tuesday 
Qigong w/Kat, Friendship 
Hall, 3-4pm 

    Wednesday 
    True North, Friendship Hall,     ​
    11-1:30pm 
    Thursday                                       

Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm 
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

 
 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
January 18: Michael Blasco 
January 23: Greg Sherman, 
Rose Marie Stevenson 

     
    ANNIVERSARIES 
    January 21:  
    Bob & Louise Kenny 
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*Passing the Peace       Give Us Your Peace 
 

Give us your peace, O God, give us your peace, your peace.  
Give us your peace, O God, give us your peace, your peace.               

 
Ancient Reading    John 1:35-42                 
 
Contemporary Reading  ﻿(Two Contemporary Readings Today)  
The First is from a sermon preached by Billy Graham 
The Second is the acceptance speech by Martin Luther King when he 
received the Nobel Peace Prize.                                                                        
                                         
Reflection     Martin & Billy   
                       Rev. Dan Plasman 
 
Offertory Song  We Shall Overcome (C.A. Tindley, traditional gospel)       
                                                                                                  
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
*Doxology    

 

Praise God our Light who draws us near,  
And sends out in love not fear:  

Praise Christ whose way is shown in light,  
Praise Spirit, glory burning bright.  

 
Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   When Jesus Sets the Table  

 

When Jesus sets the table all people find a place.  
This table is a promise of blessing and of grace.  
So set the table fully, invite the whole world in,  

if we would share love’s welcome in the feasting we begin. 
 

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 
 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer  (an interpretation of “Hallowed be your name”) 
 

Focus being within us, make it useful. Help us breathe one holy 
breath creating a shrine of wholeness inside. Help us to let go, clear 
the space inside of busy forgetfulness, where your name can come to 
live. Then the sound of your name can move us, if we tune our hearts 
as instruments for its tone. May we hear the one sound that created 
all others. In this way your name is revered in silence. In peace your 
name resides: a holy of holies, open, giving wellness to all. We all 
look for this wellness, it draws us out of ourselves, but you always 
live within. Focus your being within us, make it useful!  
(adapted from Prayers of the Cosmos, by Neil Douglas Klotz) 
 
*Hymn  NC 500 /We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   Lord of the Dance  
                   (traditional Shaker melody, arr. Ronan Hardiman) 
                    
 
 

 
 
    Prayer Concerns ​
    Please keep these  
    folks in your    ​
    hearts and minds this week: 

 
Adelle Van Daalen and the 
family of Jay Van Daalen;  
Charlene Burdick (Paul 
Burdick’s mother);  
Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister);  
Dave Lawson;  
Christine Kerney;  
Dan McGavin and Family of 
Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene 
Rienstra Family;  
Ann and Jim Hopkins;  
Ruth Fahlstrom  
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter);  

    Mary Westenbroek;  
    Max Matteson; Eric Cooley  
    (Jo Cooley's brother);  
    Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s     ​
    nephew); Jennifer Blumer 
    (C. Blumer’s sister-in-law);      ​
    Holland UCC  
  
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for January 11, 2026 
 

Attending: 68 Views: 88 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$7,421 

Weekly 
Budget 

$4,615 

Weekly         
to Budget          

$2,806 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 

 

 








	Second Sunday after the Epiphany January 18 2026
	Hymns 1-18-26

