“I am waiting for a rebirth of wonder, and I'm waiting for some to
really discover America, and I'm waiting for the Salvation Army to
take over, and I'm waiting for the meek to be blessed and inherit
the earth, and I'm waiting for a way to be devised to destroy all
nationalisms without killing anvbody.”

-Lawrence Ferlinghetti, from 7 Am Waiting

Prelude Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
(French Canadian melody, 16th century)

Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell
Welcome

Centering Song O Little Town Of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie. Above your deep
and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in your dark streets
shines forth the everlasting light, The hopes and fears of all the
years are met in you tonight. O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to
us, we pray, Renew our hearts and light our lives, be born in us
today. We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell,
O come to us, and dwell with us, O Love, Emmanuel.

Call to Community

From beyond the winter clouds and the earth’s thin blue line.
We hear the call to look and listen carefully.

Together we are here to resist a world that buys and sells happiness.
We are in this place to listen to a voice beyond and deep within.

We gather in this ever-evolving place.
To remember our source and point to our destination.

*Hymn NC160 / Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
(Jesus the Light of the World)

Opening Prayer (adapted from A Psalm of Longing by Edward Hayes)

Our spirits hunger for your love, O Divine Maker of hearts, for the
taste of your joy and the aroma of your peace. Fill us with the
whisper of your presence and let us feel the touch of your hand
upon us. You elude all the names we give you and dwell beyond the
grasp of brilliant minds. Your essence pulses within every atom yet
extends beyond the far frontiers of space, unscanned by the
strongest telescopes. Awaken us to your presence here, now, this
moment. Amen.

December 28, 2025
First Sunday after
Christmas

We’re so glad you’ve joined
us today. Feel free to ask any
questions, participate or not
in any part of the service as
you wish.

Asterisk (*) means stand
if you wish and are
comfortable doing so.

Photo, left, from
Birmingham Museums Trust
on Unsplash

Congregational voice parts
look like this.

Service Volunteers

Usher: Wayne Titus
Greeters: Demetrhea Terrien
& Betsy York

Offering & Communion:

Sue Scott, Larry Fuerst &
Barb Witt

Acolyte: Kathleen Klage
Reader: Wayne Titus

Sound Board: David Bohn
Video Camera: Chris Clark

On Campus This Week
Wednesday

Silent Retreat, Retreat House,
10-12pm

Communications Team,
Isabel Graham Center,
11-12pm

Thursday

Listening Ear, Retreat House,
1-3pm

Contemplation Hour,
Sanctuary, 5-6pm

Friday

AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,
7:30pm

For more details and more
events in the areaq, scan to
read our weekly E-pistle.

This Week We Celebrate...

BIRTHDAYS

December 29: Todd L. Smith
December 30: Scott Bryers,
Tom Fahlstrom

December 31: Jan DeVries

ANNIVERSARIES

December 28: Sarah Donovan
December 29:

Nicole & Doug LaCroix



Assurance of Grace and Peace

One: Peace be with you. All: And also with you.

*Passing the Peace What a Wonderful Child

Jesus, Jesus, Oh, what a wonderful child.

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild; new life,
new hope, the child will bring. Listen to the angels sing.
“Glory, Glory, Glo-ry” let the heavens ring.
(repeat after song leader verse)

Ancient Reading Matthew 2:1-12

Contemporary Reading The Tooth That Nibbles at the Soul
(William Sloane Coffin)

Reflection = Home By Another Way

Rev. Dan Plasman

Offertory Song O Holy Night (flute solo by Lauri Donaldson)
(Adolphe Adam, arr for flute & piano by Bob Walters)

The Life of the Church ¢« Tibetan Prayer Bell

One: Thanks be to God! All: Alleluia!
One: O God, All: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Concerns
Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week:

Adelle Van Daalen and the family of Jay Van Daalen;

Charlene Burdick (Paul Burdick’s mother); Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite
(Virginia Stuart’s sister); Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin
and Family of Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family;

Ann and Jim Hopkins; Ruth Fahlstrom (Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter);
Mary Westenbroek; Max Matteson; Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley’s brother);
Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s nephew); James ‘Jimmie” Perkaus and
Family (family of Claire Blumer); En Vivo UCC

*Doxology

Praise God for miracles of birth,
Praise Light that shines o’er all the earth,
Praise Love incarnate, come to dwell on earth with us; Emmanuel.

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation

Communion Song The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shephards in
fields as they lay. In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a
cold winter’s night that was so deep. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Nowell. Born is the Christ Child Emmanuel!

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice)

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen.
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen.

*The Jesus Prayer (sung to the tune,“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear)

Creator God who reigns above, Most ho-ly is_your name. Your
kindom come, your will be done, On earth as heaven the same.
Provide today the food we need; forgive us as we_forgive. Lead us
away from harmful paths, and guide us as we live. For yours the
kin-dom, power, and grace, with glo-ry shining bright. Forevermore,
through every age, Your love our guiding light. Amen, Amen, let
voices sing, From earth_to heaven’s wide span, With joy and
peace_,your praises ring, Forevermore! Amen!

*Hymn Take Us Home by Another Way /handout
*Benediction

Postlude For Unto Us a Child Is Born (Messiah; G.F. Handel)

Weekly Financial
Stewardship Report
for December 21, 2025

Attending: 74

Views: 83

Weekly
Offerings

$4,197

Weekly
Budget

$5,769

Weekly
to Budget

$3,346

YTD Offerings
to Budget

(N/A)

2025 YTD to
2024 YTD

(N/A)

Special
Collection
Christmas
Fund

$291

Restricted
Gifts

$0

Capital
Campaign

$0

If you have any questions,
please contact Wayne Titus,
Treasurer@douglasucc.org.

Scan, or give from your
smartphone by texting any
amount to 844-931-2849.

Thank you!

Your gifts sustain our mission.

douglasucc.org




EPIPHANY

160

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
(Jesus, the Light of the World)

John 8:12; 9:5 Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.; adapt. George D. Elderkin; alt.
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1 Hark! the her-ald an - gels sing, Je-sus,the lightof the world;
2 Joy - ful, all you saints a - rise, Je-sus,the lightof the world;
3 Christ, by high-est heaven a - dored, Je-sus, the light of the world;
4 Hail the Bear-er of God’s peace! Je-sus,the lightof the world;
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Glo - ry to the Christ-child bring, Je-sus, the lightof the world.
Join the tri-umph of the skies, Je-sus,the lightof the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Word, Je-sus, the lightof the world.
Hail the Sun of righ -teous-ness! Je-sus, the light of the w%
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Take Us Home By Another Way

Closing Song .
Christopher Grundy
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Spi - rit  take us home, take us home by a-nother
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way,  take us longway'round the ty-rants and their schemes. Give us
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strength to walk, show us dreams of a bet-ter day, and we'll
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pave the way with jus-tice go-ing home by amnother way.
17 Verses
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1. The moun-tains and the hills laid low, the rough plac-ces made
2.No of - fer-ings for bil-lion aires to make them richer
21 3.50 when the ProudBoys and the Klan ask where the Christ child
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plain, the  ty - rants thrown down from their__ thrones, 'til
still bring all your frank - in - cense and myrhh that the
lies, just tell them that you'll let them know next
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on - ly love re - mains So whenthings get tough and
hun - gry may be filled.
29 time you'repass-ing  by.
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feet are tired we'll know it 11 be o - Kkay, cause we'll
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pave theway with jus - tice go-ing  home by a-noth-er way.
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