
  

 
 

“Joseph redefines what it means to be a moral person,  
where love is at the center and religious customs,  
conventions, and legalities lie on the periphery.”  

                                                            - Dan Plasman, from Jesus, A Life   
 
Prelude   Abide with Me (W.H. Monk, with a little Pachelbel)                        
                                                                                                       
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    Sending You Light  
 

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.  
I am sending you light to hold you in love.  

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.  
I am sending you light to hold you in love.  

 
Call to Community    (enfleshed, adapted) 
 

With hope and anticipation, we await the birth of Christ. 
Eager and expecting, we tend and prepare.  
 

God will dwell among us, incarnate in stranger and kin.  
God will be with us, in struggle and in joy.  
 

Come, Holy One, and make your home with us.  
Come, Love, and let us build the world anew.                                        
 
Advent Candle Lighting   
                                                                                                               
*Hymn   Joseph’s Carol / handout 
 
Opening Prayer     
 

There is so much ache on the planet. There are so many 
uncertainties before us. There is so much evil on the loose. We long 
for your presence, Emmanuel, God With Us, in the heart of it all. As 
Compelling Teacher. As Inspiring Guide. As Searching Wisdom. As 
Genuine Friend. As Authentic Presence. Come and meet us here, that 
we may be strengthened in our faith and assured of possibilities to 
make new life in our midst. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 

One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

December 21, 2025 
Fourth Sunday of  
Advent  

 
 

We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo, left, by  
Dan Plasman  
 
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Tom Fahlstrom 
Greeters: David Geen &  
Bill Underdown 
Offering & Communion:  
Bernie Lopata, Stan Greene, 
Virginia Stuart 
Acolyte: Carol Rice 
Reader: Kirsten Stannis  
Sound Board: David Bohn 
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin​
 
On Campus This Week 
Monday 
Creation Justice, Isabel 
Graham Center, 4:30-6pm 

   Wednesday                                    
Christmas Eve Service, 
Sanctuary, 6-7:30pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

 
 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
December 22: Mary Harris 
December 24:  
Christine Kerney 
Kelsey Whitcomb 
Cambria Whitcomb, 
December 27: Bert Hallewas 
 
 

 
    
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P             

*Passing the Peace       Soon and Very Soon  
 

Soon and very soon, oh, Love will lead us on. (Hallelujah) 
Soon and very soon, oh, Love will lead us on. (Hallelujah) 

Soon and very soon, oh, Love will lead us on.  
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Love is in the air. (repeat)  

 
Ancient Reading    Matthew 1:18-25 (adapted)               
 

Contemporary Reading  ﻿Getting to the Front of the Stable​
                                             (by Ann Weems)                                                      
                                                                  
Reflection      Who is This Joseph Character?      
                         Rev. Jody Betten 
 
Offertory Song  Find Us Ready (Tom Booth)   
                             Sung by Jeff Spangler, with Lauri Donaldson on keyboard   
                                                                                                      
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
  Prayer Concerns ​
  Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week: 

 

Adelle Van Dellen and the family of Jay Van Dellen; Charlene Burdick 
(Paul Burdick’s mother); Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite (Virginia Stuart’s 
sister); Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin and Family of 
Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family; Ann and Jim Hopkins; 
Ruth Fahlstrom (Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); Mary Westenbroek;  
Max Matteson; Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley's brother); Ian Blumer  
(Claire Blumer’s nephew); En Vivo UCC 

 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures here below.  

Praise God for all that Love has done.  
Creator Christ and Spirit One.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel.  

Shall come to you Emmanuel.  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   We Share a Hunger  

 

We share a hunger, a hunger for justice in our world, that all may 
find joy, all may find wholeness, all may find peace. 

We share a hunger, a hunger to feel the light of Christ, shining 
through us, shining on us, bringing God’s grace. 

 
*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 

 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer   
 

Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. May your 
reign come, may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. ​
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver ​
us from evil. May your reign and your power and your glory exist 
now and and forever.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn  G318 /People Look East 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   People Get Ready (Curtis Mayfield) 
                    
 
 

 
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for December 14, 2025 
 

Attending: 69 Views: 101 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$9,115 

Weekly 
Budget 

$5,769 

Weekly         
to Budget          

$3,346 

YTD Offerings 
to Budget 

(-$34,146) 

2025 YTD to 
2024 YTD 

(-$11,762) 

Special 
Collection 
Christmas 
Fund 

$40 

Special 
Collection 
Advent 

$85 

Capital 
Campaign 

$0 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 

 

 



Opening	Song
Joseph's	Carol
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