
  

 
 

“Found a Bible in the foodbank line,  
someone left it wedged in the radiator.  

Fell open to Mary’s song - The ‘Magnificat’, they call it.  
Sounds posh. But it hit different.  

Like prophetic fire packaged in a lullaby.”  
                                   - John Swales, an ordained priest in the Church of England   
 
Prelude   Every Valley Shall Be Exalted (Messiah, G.F. Handel)                    
                                                                                                       
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song    Sending You Light  
 

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.  
I am sending you light to hold you in love.  

I am sending you light to heal you, to hold you.  
I am sending you light to hold you in love.  

 
Call to Community     
 

In the name of God who lifts the lowly. 
We gather from the margins and the mainstream.  
 

To the One who hears the cry of the hungry and the lonely.  
We bring our prayers and protests, our worship and our wounds.  
 

May we seek not merely comfort, but instead, courage.  
Let us unite together, now and always, for the living of these days.     
 
Advent Candle Lighting   
                                                                                                               
*Hymn   NC107 / Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn 
 
Opening Prayer     
 

God the Magnificat, we pray for those without voice, for those 
crushed by rising costs and falling hopes, for those at the end of 
their ropes, for those who feel life is a heavy burden. We pray as 
well for those in power, who seem not to listen or care, who 
callously maneuver to take away our freedoms. Raise up prophets 
in this generation, voices of women and men who will lead us in 
turning our songs and prayers into action. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
 
One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
 
 

December 14, 2025 
Third Sunday of  
Advent  

 
 

We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Feel free to ask any 
questions, participate or not ​
in any part of the service as 
you wish. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo, left, by  
Dan Plasman  
 
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Paul Burdick 
Greeters:  
Kathleen & Peter Mueller 
Offering & Communion:  
Jennifer Schwarb,  
Bernie Lopata,  
Michael Valdez 
Acolyte: Phil Raywood 
Reader: Tom Fahlstrom  
Sound Board: David Bohn 
Video Camera: Chris Clark​
 
On Campus This Week 
Wednesday 
Silent Retreat, 10-12pm & 
1-3pm Retreat House 
True North, 11-1:30pm, 
Friendship Hall 

   Thursday                                       
Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm 
Council Election Meeting, 
Isabel Graham Center, 
1-2:30pm 
Advent Devotional 
Conversation, 3:30-5pm, 
Friendship Hall 
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 

This Week We Celebrate… 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
December 14: Nicole LaCroix 
December 15:  
Chelsie Norman, &  
Sarah Donovan 
December 16:  
Emil “Sonny” Pulick 
December 18:  
Margret Bazany 
December 19:  
Dee Mikos-Graves 
 



P             

*Passing the Peace       Soon and Very Soon  
 

Soon and very soon, oh, our hearts will fill with joy. (Hallelujah) 
Soon and very soon, oh, our hearts will fill with joy. (Hallelujah) 

Soon and very soon, oh, our hearts will fill with joy.  
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, joy will fill our hearts. (repeat)  

 
Ancient Reading    Luke 1:46-56               
 

Contemporary Reading  ﻿For the Faith Outreach Committee of the ​
                                            Detroit Peoples Water Board  (Kim Redigan)      
                                                                  
Reflection      Embracing Mary      
                         Rev. Dan Plasman 
 
Offertory Song  Be the Light (Ed Bolduc)   
                             Sung by Jeff Spangler, with Lauri Donaldson on keyboard   
                                                                                                      
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
 

  One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
  One: O God,​​            All: Hear our prayer. 
 
  Prayer Concerns ​
  Please keep these folks in your hearts and minds this week: 

 

Charlene Burdick (Paul Burdick’s mother); Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister); Dave Lawson; Christine Kerney; Dan McGavin 
and Family of Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene Rienstra Family; Ann and 
Jim Hopkins; Ruth Fahlstrom (Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter);  
Mary Westenbroek; Max Matteson; Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley's brother); 
Ian Blumer (Claire Blumer’s nephew); En Vivo UCC 

 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures here below.  

Praise God for all that Love has done.  
Creator Christ and Spirit One.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel.  

Shall come to you Emmanuel.  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   We Share a Hunger  

 

We share a hunger, a hunger for justice in our world, that all may 
find joy, all may find wholeness, all may find peace. 

We share a hunger, a hunger to feel the light of Christ, shining 
through us, shining on us, bringing God’s grace. 

 
*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 

 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Jesus Prayer   
 

Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. May your 
reign come, may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. ​
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver ​
us from evil. May your reign and your power and your glory exist 
now and and forever.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn  No Obvious Angels / handout 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude   Psalm XIX (Benedetto Marcello) 
                    
 
 

 
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for December 7, 2025 
 

Attending: 70 Views: 121 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$4,729 

Weekly 
Budget 

$5,769 

Weekly         
to Budget          

(-$1,049) 

YTD Offerings 
to Budget 

(-$34,443) 

2025 YTD to 
2024 YTD 

(-$18,604) 

Use of 
Facilities 

$0 

Restricted 
Gifts 

$0 

Capital 
Campaign 

$0 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 
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