
  

    
  Condemnation feels good and it is now a staple of religion,  

politics, and the media (both left and right),  
but it changes nothing.  

Compassion, on the other hand, changes everything. 
                                     – Robin Meyers, Saving Jesus from the Church             
                                                                                                                                                     
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Prelude   Agnus Dei (from the Mass in B minor, J. S. Bach)                
                   sung by Rebecca Russcher                                                             
                                                                                                                
Call to Community      
 

As darkness gives way to light and winter moves toward spring.  
We come today to be reminded of God’s love.   
 

Like the green shoots of renewed life beneath the soil, 
We welcome the presence of the Hidden One in our lives.   
 

In this hour of reflection and renewal,    
We affirm our identity and recommit ourselves to mending  
the world.   
                                                                                                      
*Hymn   O Mighty God When I Survey in Wonder / NC35   
                                                           
Opening Prayer     
     In this Lenten Season we offer a prayer of simplicity,  
O God. Clear away the clutter of petty grudges. Remove 
smudges of resentment and bitterness. Cleanse us of thoughts 
filled with anger, envy, or self pity. Create space in us for less 
spitefulness, greater generosity, and stronger compassion. 
Enlarge our hearts with gratitude, so that we might better 
recognize the simple gifts that lay in abundance all around us. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
     One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 
 
*Passing the Peace       Pour Us Out Like Water 

Pour us out like water on a thirsty world,  
send us out to share the peace that we’ve found here.  

May we offer up ourselves, humbled now to serve;  
fill us with hope,  

guide us in faith, send us with love.  
                                                                  

March 1, 2026 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 
We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Please, feel free to 
participate as you are 
comfortable. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo by Dan Plasman              
 
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Mike VerMerris  
Greeters: David Geen &       
Bill Underdown 
Offering & Communion:  
Sue Scott & Larry Fuerst 
Jodi Berault 
Acolyte: Joyce Wright 
Reader: Chris Maitner 
Sound Board: David Bohn 
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin​
 
On Campus This Week 

    Tuesday 
   Qigong w/Kat, Friendship     ​
    Hall, 3-4pm 
    Wednesday 
    True North, Friendship Hall,   ​
    11-1:30pm 
    Thursday                                        

Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm                                    
Pat Denner (269) 509-2911, 
Doug Sipsma (269) 998-5112 
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Friday 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 
29: Craig Drager 
2: Amy Stratbucker & 
Carol Watson Ortman  
4: Kathy Hartman 
5: Bruce Belich 
6: Ted Sommer  
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
3: Mary & Marcel Westenbroek 
 
 

    
 
     
    
    
 
 



 
Ancient Reading    John 3:1-16  
                

Contemporary Reading   Speaking Christian by Marcus Borg  
      For many readers of the Bible, John 3:16 is the most concise 
summary of the Christian gospel. It is easy to understand why. 
To say the obvious, some interpretations of John 3:16 sound the 
main themes of heaven and hell, that is: we are saved (we get 
to go to heaven) by believing that Jesus is the only son of God, 
who died for our sins. In the extreme form (not all that 
uncommon), the words “For God so loved the world” means 
that God loves you, but God will send you to hell and eternal 
torment if you don’t believe in Jesus. In other words, the love 
of God is conditional. But all of this is a significant 
misunderstanding of what John 3:16 means. It is not about 
people going to hell because they don’t believe. It is about the 
path into life with God now.                                                                                          
                      
Reflection   John 3:16 Redux                                                                   
                      Rev. Dan Plasman 
 
Offertory Song  Grace Alone (Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson)     
                               Sung by Rebecca Russcher                          
                                                                                                                                                               

 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
     One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
      One: O God,                       All: Hear our prayer. 
 
*Doxology    

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures high and low. 
Praise God for all the Love has done, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit one! Creator, Christ and Spirit one. 
  

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​  
 
Communion Song   God Bless To Us Our Bread  

God bless to us our bread, and give bread to all those  
who are hungry, and hunger for justice to those who are fed.  

God bless to us our bread. 
 

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 
The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 

*The Jesus Prayer  
(an interpretation of “For yours is the reign and the power and the glory forever.”) 
     From you is born all that rules, the power and life to do so, 
the song that beautifies all, from age to age it renews. To you 
belongs each fertile function, ideals, energy, harmony, during 
every cosmic cycle. Out of you, comes the “I can” of the 
cosmos. Out of you, the vital force producing and sustaining  
all life, every virtue. Out of you the astonishing fire, the 
birthing glory, returning light and sound to the cosmos. Again 
and again, from each universal gathering of creatures, nations, 
planets, time and space, to the next. May these powerful 
statements be the ground from which all our actions grow, 
sealed in trust and faith. So be it. Amen.                                    ​
                                                         (Prayers of the Cosmos, by Neil Douglas Klotz) 
 

*Hymn  As The Wind Song Through The Trees / handout 
 

*Benediction 
 
  Postlude   Lift High the Cross (Sydney H. Nicholson)                            
                   
                    

   DUCC Prayer Concerns:   
 

Adelle Van Daalen and the 
family of Jay Van Daalen;  
Charlene Burdick (Paul 
Burdick’s mother);  
Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister);  
Dave Lawson;  
Christine Kerney;  
Dan McGavin and Family of 
Carol Brown; Rev. Marchiene 
Rienstra Family;  
Ann and Jim Hopkins;  
Ruth Fahlstrom  
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); 
Mikey (friend of Ruth 
Fahlstrom’s); 

    Mary Westenbroek;  
    Max Matteson; Eric Cooley  
    (Jo Cooley's brother);  
    Ian Blumer (C. Blumer’s     ​
    nephew); Hudsonville UCC  
  
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for February 22, 2026 
 

Attending: 55 Views: 70 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$3,352 

Weekly 
Budget 

$4,615 

Weekly         
to Budget          

- $1,263 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 



O	Mighty	God,	When	I	Survey	In	Wonder
Swedish	Folk	MelodyCarl	Boberg
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Shirley	Erena	Murray
Closing	Song

As	the	Wind	Song	Through	the	Trees
Ron	Klusmeier
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