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Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it.
~ Mark Twain

When You Believe
From the film, Prince of Egypt

Prelude Stephen Schwartz

Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell

Welcome

Centering Song Stepping In

There is a prayer like a wide river.
It never ends, does not begin.

Around the world, it’s always flowing,
and I am stepping in, we are stepping in.

Call to Community
Listen for the Holy One: Whispering soft words of comfort.

Exclaiming in defiance of silence. Singing songs of justice.

Declaring truths that transform from within. Breathing deep sighs.
The Holy One has not abandoned us. Divine Wisdom surrounds us.

God will bless the fruit of the faithful and bring hope to all who yearn
for freedom.

Let every weary heart be encouraged, and the joy of the despairing
be renewed.

*Hymn Ashes /handout

Opening Prayer

God who desires reconciliation, who forgives, who redeems, we are
here in awe of you. We are humbled when we experience a
connection with you despite how we often behave. We are filled with
gratitude when we feel your forgiveness. We are amazed when we
see how you use what we have done for good. As we experience the
power of reconciliation may we desire to be reconciled with others.
Because we feel the gratitude of forgiveness, may we offer it freely,
too. As we see redemption in our lives, may we seek to redeem
opportunities wherever we can. Grant us your power of love, Holy
One. Amen.

Assurance of Grace and Peace
One: Peace be with you. All: And also with you.

In God’s Hands
The world is in God’s hands,
which are our hands, which are God’s hands.
The world is in God’s hands,
which are our hands, which are God’s hands.

*Passing the Peace

August 16, 2026
Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost

If you’re a guest here today,
we hope you feel welcome.
Please, fill out a Welcome
card so we may know of your
presence with us.

Please write prayers on the
Joys and Concerns cards and
place them in the offering
plate.

Asterisk (*) means stand
if you wish and are
comfortable doing so.

Photo by Naoki Suzuki on
Unsplash

Congregational voice parts
look like this.

Service Volunteers

8:15

Usher: Mike VerMerris
Greeters: Sheryll & Greg
VanPortfleet

Offering & Communion:
Jennifer Schwarb, Tom
Fahlstrom

Acolyte: Wayne Titus
Reader: Lynne Snyder

Coffee: Barb Witt, Paul Lucas
Flowers: Bob Skaggs

10:15

Usher: Mike VerMerris
Greeters: Betsy York, Phil
Raywood

Offering & Communion: Barb
Witt, Paul Burdick, Paul
Lucas

Acolyte: Joyce Wright
Reader: Chris Clark

Sound Board: Vicky Cobb
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin

On Campus This Week
Tuesday

Qigong w/Kat, Friendship
Hall, 3-5pm

Wednesday

True North, Friendship Hall,
11-1:30pm

Thursday

Care Team, Isabel Graham
Center, 9:30-11:30pm
Contemplation Hour,
Sanctuary, 5-6pm

Friday

AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,
7:30pm

For more details and more

events in the areq, scan fo
read our weekly E-pistle.




Ancient Reading Genesis 45:1-15

Contemporary Reading Anne Lamott, American writer

“We are all gigantically flawed, such screw-ups. Everyone is broken,
clingy, and scared, even the people who seem to have it most together. We are
the brothers, and we are Joseph.* Or at least we were as children. Maybe we
temporarily wanted people who hurt us to be punished, but then we couldn’t
bear for them to suffer or be humiliated, because we saw ourselves in them.”
“Being alive here on earth has always been a mixed grill at best, lovely, hard,
and confusing. Good and bad things happen to good and bad people. That’s
not much of a system: a better one would be a silverware drawer for joy,
sorrows, doldrums, madness, ease. But no, Eden explodes and we enter a
dangerous, terrifying world, the same place where goodness, love, and kind
intelligence life us so often. The world has an awful beauty. This is a chaotic
place, humanity is a chaotic place, and I am a chaotic place.” This is part of
the mystery, that the humane, humanity, human bodies, are where we
experience transcendence and God, restoration, the inclination to serve those
who are suffering. We reach out as we are reached out to.”

Reflection Reconciliation, Forgiveness & Redemption Rev. Jody Betten

Offertory Song Someday Mencken/Schwartz
From Hunchback of Notre Dame

Jeff Spangler vocals & Lauri Donaldson keyboard

The Life of the Church ¢ Tibetan Prayer Bell
One: Thanks be to God! All: Alleluia!
One: O God, All: Hear our prayer.
*Doxology Praise God Whose Image We All Bear
Praise God, whose image we all bear;
Praise Christ, whose mercy we all share;
Praise Spirit, making justice grow;
One God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation

Communion Song We Are Not Alone

We are not alone. We live in God’s world.
We are not alone. We live in God’s world.
Ev’ry land and ev’ry people, we are joined in Christ’s communion.
One world, and one hope. We are not alone.
We are not alone. We are not alone.

*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice)
The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen.
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen.

*The Disciples’ Prayer Prayer Book of The Angelican Church of New Zealand

Eternal Spirit, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, source of all that is and that
will be. Parent of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The
hallowing of your name echo though the universe. The way of your
justice be followed by the peoples of the world. Your heavenly will be
done by all created beings. Your reign of peace and freedom sustain
our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed
us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In time of
temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too sharp to endure,
spare us. From the grip of all that is evil free us. For you reign in the
glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn Spirit Open My Heart / handout

*Benediction

Postlude The God of Abraham Praise
Traditional Hebrew melody Leoni

arr by Mark Hayes

This Week We Celebrate...
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

16: Mary Fechtig

18: Kathleen Mueller, Nancy

VanDyke

20: Kenneth Whitcomb

21: Kathy Davelaar Van Rees,

Roxann Overweg

ANNIVERSARIES

19: Sheryll & Greg VanPortFleet
20: Chris & Karen Clark, Rev.
Jody Betten, & Rev. Dan
Plasman

DUCC Prayer Concerns:

Anne Hopkins & the family

of Jim Hopkins; Bev & Orie
Hawkes; Jenny O’Neal (friend

of Laurie VanDenBelt &

Shirley Lawson); Family of

Alan Gibson (Kirsten Stannis’s
father); Adelle Van Daalen and
the family of Jay Van Daalen;
Charlene Burdick (Paul Burdick’s
mother); Elinor Hite (Virginia
Stuart’s sister); Dave Lawson;
Christine Kerney; Ruth Fahlstrom
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter);
Mikey (friend of Ruth Fahlstrom);
Eric Cooley (Jo Cooley’s brother;
Ian Blumer C. Blumer’s nephew);
Newago UCC

Weekly Financial
Stewardship Report
for August 9, 2026

Attending at | Views: 66
8:15=25

10:15 = 66

Weekly $4,577

Offerings

Weekly
Budget

$4,615

Weekly - $37

to Budget

If you have any questions,
please contact Wayne Titus,
Treasurer@douglasucc.org.

Ohesrdn

Scan, or give from your
smartphone by texting any
amount to 844-931-2849.

Thank you!
Your gifts sustain our mission.

N

douglasucc.org




Ashes
Opening Song

arr by Kirby Guevara Tom Conry
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Ruth Duck

Spirit, Open My Heart

Closing Son
8 8 Scottish Folk Song WILD MOUNTAIN THYME
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