
   

   
I can only look at the seemingly limited space under the tent and think either it’s my 
job to change people so they fit or it’s my job to extend the roof so that they fit. Either 
way, it’s misguided because it’s not my tent. It’s God’s tent. 
                                                   – Nadia Bolz Weber, white, female, Lutheran pastor       
                                                                                                                                                       
Prelude   Come to the Water (Hymn tune by John Foley)                             
                                                                                                                           
Lighting of the Candles and Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome 
 
Centering Song              This is the Day        

This is the day, this is the day    
 that our God has made, that our God has made;                    

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that our God has made.  

We will rejoice and be glad in it.                                 
This is the day, this is the day that our God has made!               

 
Call to Community      
Holy One, you have many names.  
Today we call forth the names we need: 
 

Imaginative Spirit  
Unfolding Possibility 
 

Emerging Life 
Playful Wisdom  
 

Justice Bringer 
Compelling Winsomeness 
 

Risen Life-giver 
Wild and Compassionate God 
(A moment to say aloud or silently the names you can imagine for 
God) 
 

Surprise us with signs and wonders in a growing world. 
Ebb and flow with us, as we make waves towards collective freedom. 
                                                                                                                                                        
*Hymn   NC349 / I Come With Joy   
 

Opening Prayer                                      
      God of Becoming, we are grateful for those who refuse to remain 
in hurtful ways of being as a faith community. For those who are 
willing to change to become more healthy and compassionate. For 
those who question and wonder. For those who help us focus on who 
we can serve and how to best help. Open our spirits to the growing 
wisdom of new forms of radical vision and inspiring outreach. Jar us 
loose from clinging to ways that are comfortable, but that no longer 
represent you. For you are a Power who unfolds and you love those 
who shake off the dust of the familiar and routine. Amen.  
 
Assurance of Grace and Peace 
     One: Peace be with you.    All: And also with you. 

April 26, 2026 
Fourth Sunday                 
of Easter  

 
We’re so glad you’ve joined​
us today. Please, feel free to 
participate as you are 
comfortable. 
 
Asterisk (*) means stand ​
if you wish and are 
comfortable doing so. 
 
Photo by Markus 
Kammermann on Unsplash 

                                  
Congregational voice parts 
look like this.  

 
Service Volunteers 
 

Usher: Mike VerMerris  
Greeters: Sue Scott & Larry 
Fuerst 
Offering & Communion:  
Bernie Lopata, Paul Lucas, 
Sue Scott  
Acolyte: Carol Rice 
Reader: Colette DeNooyer 
Sound Board: Nancy 
Plantinga 
Video Camera: Lewis Corbin 
Coffee: Jennifer Schwarb, 
Paul Burdick 
 
Flowers Donated by: Wendy 
Hamlin in honor of Fred 
Hamlin​
 
On Campus This Week 
Monday 
Creation Justice, Isabel 
Graham, 4:30-6pm 

    Tuesday  
   Qigong w/Kat, Friendship     ​
    Hall, 3-5pm 
    Wednesday 
    Nominating Committee,    ​
    Isabel Graham Center, 5-7pm 
    Thursday 
    SD Ministerium, Friendship    ​
    Hall, 10-12pm                                

Listening Ear, Retreat House, 
1-3pm                                    
Doug Sipsma (269) 998-5112 
Paul Burdick (616) 256-1372 
Michael Valdez (616) 990-1126     
Contemplation Hour, 
Sanctuary, 5-6pm 
Friday 
Nominating Committee, 
Isabel Graham Center, 1-3pm 
Interfaith Study, Friendship 
Hall, 3-4:30pm 
AA Meeting, Friendship Hall,  
7:30pm 
 

For more details and more 
events in the area, scan to 
read our weekly E-pistle.  
 

           
 
 
 



*Passing the Peace       Instrument of Your Peace 
God, make us instruments of your peace.  

To those who are in despair let us be a beacon of hope.  
God, where there’s dark, let us shine your light;  

wherever there is sadness, let us bring to them your joy.  
(songleader sings bridge)  

God, make us instruments of your peace.  
Wherever there is hatred let us sow the seeds of love.  

God, help us heal the hurt with your grace;  
wherever there are doubting hearts let us sow the seeds of love.         

God, make us instruments of your peace. 
                                                                 

Ancient Reading     Acts 2:42-47 (adapted)                                                
 

Contemporary Reading                                                      Anne Lamott        
                               (white, female, writer from Somehow: Thoughts on Love)       
      Community is a body of people crying for one another, working 
together for a common cause, enjoying and overlooking (or grimly, 
tolerating) each other’s foibles; it’s a rough and beautiful quilt sewn 
of patches that don’t seem to go together at all, and then do. 
Community means we’re collaborating. It means that you help my 
children and my old people and I help yours. It means we are in this 
together. Most of us are perhaps a tiny bit self-absorbed, and good 
at keeping out people who don’t look, vote, or act like our friends, 
and that’s very nice. But a good community includes all those other 
people and those of us at the edges. Welcomes are offered: hey, 
come on into the circle — yeah, you. You with your nose in the air, or 
a neck tattoo, a walker or a Rolls.                                                                  
                      
Reflection     A Winsome Community                                                               
                       Rev. Jody Betten 
 
Offertory Song  Imagine the People of God (Mark Miller)                            
                             Jeff Spangler                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                            
 The Life of the Church  •  Tibetan Prayer Bell  
     One: Thanks be to God!    All: Alleluia! 
      One: O God,                       All: Hear our prayer. 
 
*Doxology    

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures high and low.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! The stone is rolled, the grave undone;  
New life in Christ has now begun,  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   
  

Celebration of Holy Communion Words of Invitation​ 
 
Communion Song   Walk With Me  

Walk with me on your way, step by step as we go.  
Walk with me for today, companions on the road.  

In the water, meal, and cross, if you’re sure or if you’re lost, Love;       
Walk with me, walk with me. 

 
*Sharing of the Bread and Cup (gf option, non-alcoholic juice) 

The Bread of Life, the Gift of Heaven. Amen. 
The Cup of Love, the Drink of Compassion. Amen. 

 
*The Disciples’ Prayer  
     Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. May your 
reign come. May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the reign, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
*Hymn  NC575 / O For a World 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude  They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love                                  
                 (Tune: St Brendan’s by Peter Scholtes)                                              

 
This Week We Celebrate… 
 

APRIL/MAY BIRTHDAYS 
28: Susan Sorg 
30: Jennifer Keogh-Schwarb 
 
 ANNIVERSARIES 
30: Linda & Matthew McWebb 
1: Bud Baty & Max Matteson 

    
   DUCC Prayer Concerns:   
 

Jenny O’ Neal (friend of Laurie 
VanDenBelt & Shirley Lawson); 
Martha Longpre Dooley (Anne 
Dooley’s Mother; Virginia 
Stuart; Family of Alan Gibson 
(Kirsten Stannis’s Father); 
Adelle Van Daalen and the 
family of Jay Van Daalen; 
Charlene Burdick (Paul 
Burdick’s mother);  
Orie Hawkes; Elinor Hite 
(Virginia Stuart’s sister);  
Dave Lawson; Christine 
Kerney; Ann &Jim Hopkins;  
Ruth Fahlstrom  
(Tom Fahlstrom’s daughter); 
Mikey (friend of Ruth 
Fahlstrom’s); 

    Mary Westenbroek; Eric​
    Cooley (Jo Cooley's brother);  
    Ian Blumer (C. Blumer’s     ​
    nephew); Lakeview UCC  
  
   Weekly Financial 

Stewardship Report 
for April 19 , 2026 
 

Attending: 75 Views: 83 

Weekly 
Offerings 

$6,503 

Weekly 
Budget 

$4,615 

Weekly         
to Budget          

+ $1,888 

 

         If you have any questions,​
    please contact Wayne Titus,​
    Treasurer@douglasucc.org.        
 

     
 

Scan, or give from your 
smartphone by texting any  
amount to 844-931-2849.  
 
Thank you! ​
Your gifts sustain our mission. 

 
 

      
 

   douglasucc.org 
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